
 MINUTES 
Montana District Export Council 

April 26, 2021  |  Microsoft Teams 

DEC Mission Statement 

The Montana DEC will support Montana exporters and provide a collective Montana exporter voice to advise on 
export education needs and disseminate education opportunities to its collective networks; and to advise policy 
makers on export policies under consideration and provide suggestions for future legislation. 

Next meeting 

The Montana DEC spring meeting will be the week of July 26th.  DEC members are encouraged to indicate in this 
survey their preferred date.  More information, including the agenda, will be sent at least 2 weeks prior to the 
meeting. 

Attendees 

Official DEC Members* 

Barry – Woods’ Powr Grip, Outgoing Chair 
Richard – The Law Office of Richard Hegger, Outgoing Vice Chair 
Dianna – TowHaul, Incoming Chair 
Joel – Ascent Vision, Incoming Vice Chair 
Carey – US Commercial Service, Executive Secretary 
Linda – Paradise Dental 
Adam – Resonon 
Tibor – Resodyn  
Angie – Montana Dept of Commerce-ExportMontana 
Jenni – Montana Manufacturing Extension Center 
Brigitta – MounTerra & Montana World Trade Center 
*Official DEC membership, controlled by the US Department of Commerce, can be accepted in June in even-numbered years. 

Guests 

Harold – Diversified Plastics (filling vacancy for past member from Diversified Plastics) 
Brent – SBA-Montana 

DEC Elections 

DEC Executive Secretary, Carey Hester hosted the DEC election process, including nominations in March and the 
election in April, resulting in the following Executive Committee:  

• Chair: Dianna Kegel, Towhaul 
• Vice-Chair: Joel Piniero, Ascent Vision Technologies 
• Treasurer: Brigitta Miranda-Freer, Mounterra 

Thank you to Barry, outgoing Chair, and Richard, outgoing Vice Chair, for their commitment over the last year! 

http://whenisgood.net/tfpjwbi
http://whenisgood.net/tfpjwbi


For the 2022 elections, nominees will stand for a 2-year term, 2022-2023, with elections in even years. 

Manufacturing & International Trade Day 

Todd O’Hair from the Montana Chamber of Commerce presented the agenda for their upcoming Manufacturing & 
International Trade Day, October 25-26, Billings.  He requested that the DEC consider some level of involvement in 
the event.  Brigitta offered to share MWTC’s Trade & Investment Survey results. 

SBA Export Loan Programs 

Patty Brewer from the US Small Business Administration presented on the Export Loan Programs.  With questions, 
contact Patty at 720-556-4664, patricia.brewer@sba.gov.  

ExportMontana will co-host a webinar with the DEC for all Montana exporters to learn about the programs.   

ImportGenius 

Mark Congdon with ImportGenius demonstrated the company’s services: an inexpensive month-to-month 
subscription to identify a country’s importers of your products.  With questions, contact Mark at (843) 670-4243 
mobile, mark@importgenius.com.  

ExportMontana will co-host a webinar with the DEC for all Montana exporters to learn about this service.   

DEC Business 

Treasurer’s Report 

Brigitta indicated that the DEC treasury balance has not changed in several years. 

National DEC News 

DEC members can attend the NADEC virtual export conference in May.  Angie will attend and provide a debrief at 
the next meeting. 

Montana Exporter of the Year 

DEC received 5 applications for DEC Exporter of the Year.  After DEC members reviewed and scored the 
applications, Diversified Plastics emerged as the winner.  The DEC will host the award ceremony at Diversified 
Plastics in Missoula in July. 

DEC will review the Exporter of the Year award criteria in the July meeting. 

Webinars & Trainings 

Below is a list of upcoming webinars and trainings the DEC plans to co-host:  

• SBA export loan programs webinar, May 2021 
• ImportGenius webinar, June 2021 
• IBT Online website localization webinar, Sept 2021 
• STEP grant opportunities, Oct 2021 
• Riddle of the Exporter (in-person), May 2022; DEC hosts, STEP grant reimburses 
• Doing Business in Canada, June 2022  
• RAISE Program, 2022 

https://www.montanachamber.com/events/
https://www.montanachamber.com/events/
https://www.mwtc.org/international-trade-and-investment-survey/
https://www.sba.gov/loans-grants/see-what-sba-offers/sba-loan-programs/general-small-business-loans-7a/special-types-7a-loans/sba-export-loan-programs
mailto:patricia.brewer@sba.gov
https://www.importgenius.com/
mailto:mark@importgenius.com
https://www.usaexporter.org/events/nadec-virtual-annual-export-conference-may-26-27-2021/
https://marketmt.com/Portals/129/shared/ExportMT/docs/EOTY%20application.docx?ver=2021-02-22-151002-450


Export Market Spotlight 

Adam provided an overview of exporting to India – thank you, Adam!  He covered payments, shipping, 
negotiations, and opportunities. Find more information on doing business in India from GlobalEdge.  

Export Service Providers Updates 

Due to time limitations, export service providers’ updates were short. 

Montana World Trade Center 

Brigitta offered to share MWTC’s Trade & Investment Survey results.  

Montana Manufacturing Extension Center 

Jenni shared that MMEC has hired Lane Gobbs as a new Business Advisor located in Billings.  Lane was formerly 
with H-E Parts, and he will start in mid-May.  A full list of MMEC’s advisors are listed here. 

ExportMontana 

Angie indicated that ExportMontana will increase the STEP grant requested funds to >$745,000, an increase of more 
than $200,000 in 2021-2022.   

US Commercial Service 

Time constraints prevented Carey from presenting the International Company Profile service.  He will do so in the 
July meeting. 

Virtual Tour 

Thanks to Barry for sharing a virtual tour of Wood’s Powr-Grip.  Members that missed the tour can view the short 
video here.   

International Trade FYI 

Biden Trade Agenda 

Time constraints prevented the DEC from discussing President Biden’s Trade Agenda (complete version / 
highlights); however, members can review on their own and provide any input in the July meeting. 

COVID Closures 

Bloomberg published a study indicating a country’s COVID resilience score, which may predict how each market 
recovers from COVID closures.  Attachment 2 shows the rankings as of April 2021. 

The US Department of State publishes travel advisories, including guidance and a map, for all countries.   

   
 
 
 

https://globaledge.msu.edu/countries/india
https://www.mwtc.org/international-trade-and-investment-survey/
https://www.montana.edu/mmec/about/expertise.html
https://marketmt.com/Programs/Business-Assistance/Export-Montana/Grants-for-Exporters/Trade-Show-Assistance-Program
https://www.trade.gov/international-company-profile-0
https://player.vimeo.com/video/531448591
https://player.vimeo.com/video/531448591
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/files/reports/2021/2021%20Trade%20Agenda/Online%20PDF%202021%20Trade%20Policy%20Agenda%20and%202020%20Annual%20Report.pdf
https://ustr.gov/sites/default/files/files/reports/2021/2021%20Trade%20Agenda/2021%20Trade%20Report%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf
https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/covid-resilience-ranking/
https://travelmaps.state.gov/TSGMap/


July Meeting Agenda 

Items to be included in the July meeting are:  

• Exporter of the Year award ceremony, in-person, attendance is requested if possible 
• DEC business 

- Treasurer’s report 
- National DEC  
- Webinars & trainings 
- Review Exporter of the Year award criteria 

• Update on COVID closures 
• Update on US-China Relations, Carey 
• Exporter Market Spotlight, Australia, Joel 
• Export Service Provider Updates 
• Guest Speaker: IBT Online’s Montana Online Global Program for website globalization 
• Questions for DEC members: 

- What countries are the hardest to do business with? 
- Are there any countries or regions that you would like to expand into, but have not yet? 

 

  

https://www.cfr.org/timeline/us-relations-china
https://ibt.onl/partners/state-agencies/montana


ATTACHMENT 1 
ImportGenius Information 

  



 
  



ATTACHMENT 2 
Bloomberg’s COVID Resilience Ranking 
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